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teed by selecting the top horses with specific breeding characteristics, such as sleek and muscular build, wide set eyes,
and large nostrils to increase airflow and breathing capabilities. As a result, the highest level of beauty and performance
prevail in this horse’s pedigree today.
Visiting Thornewood Farm, one drives through soybeanpatched landscape and turkey vulture lined fences blanketed
in the bouquet of wildflowers lining many miles of Hunterdon County. Fillies gallop across the field with mares close
behind. You can hear their sweet whinnies and see them
flicking their ears, marking this morning’s playtime. These
horses exhibit qualities of a family dynamic and connection
between generations that we as humans strive for every day.
The barn is lined with multiple stalls, each housing a mare
and her filly; the fillies will board with their mothers the
first three to six months of their lives. The face of each stall
is marked with the family tree of the youngest born, tracing
back the lineage and pedigree up to 80 years or more. Individual owners can be seen here on any given day teaching
their children how to groom, feed or ride while they com-

Thornewood Farm:
Out of the Fairy Tail and Into Your Family
By Kathleen McNicholas

T

hey first enter our lives through bedtime stories,
capturing our hearts with legends of adventure.
Tucked beneath covers, children grip their
flashlights and hold their breath as imagination
engulfs their senses. There are Sultans, princesses, magic
carpet rides, and of course, fables of the majestic Arabian
horse, racing hundreds of miles across the desert. We have
been touched by these legends, which inspire dreams as they
remind us even as adults of the possibility of magic.
Settled on 40 acres in Stockton, NJ, Thornewood Farm
specializes in the breeding of top Egyptian Arabian horses,
providing the possibility to realize this childhood fantasy
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within miles of our front door. Owners and operators Lisa
Cifrese and Richard Geha are dedicated to educating our
community on the beauty and history of the Egyptian Arabian horse, their ability to bring families and friends closer
together, and the opportunity to parlay these wonderful
qualities into an interesting and lucrative alternative financial investment.
While there is an aura of mystery surrounding the origin of Egyptian Arabian horses, certain details can be dated
back thousands of years. The nomadic Bedouin tribes of the
Arabian desert revered these powerful animals. Owner and
bandit alike understood prestige and wealth were guaran-
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mune with other owners. Bits of talk are heard of upcoming
national horse events, the latest news in the industry, and
how simply grateful some are to have the opportunity of owning such a spectacular kind of horse while engaging with their
own children. Kelvin Marquez, Thornewood’s farm manager, leads a gentle yet inquisitive mare into the pasture for
her morning exercise, while Richard and Lisa are to be found
somewhere on the property cultivating their love and respect
for this famous breed. It is an exquisite local community affair.
Elitism and wealth have long been attached to the owning
and breeding of the Egyptian Arabian horse. The present
economic climate of our country has bound many prospective investors to financially participate in more traditional
growth trends. The stock market is volatile, and while the
housing market has slightly improved over the recent past,
it has yet to climb out of the sub-prime home loan hole.
Whether one is preparing for retirement or college tuition
for their adolescent offspring, financial security is a concern
for most. Now entering the main ring is Thornewood Farm:
an alternative investment opportunity that combines the
cultivation of family and community with the ability to increase profitability through the purchasing and breeding of
Egyptian Arabian horses.
Richard and Lisa’s passion for the majestic animal inspired their decision 25 years ago to start Thornewood
Farm and dedicate its purpose to the training and breeding
of Egyptian Arabians. Eight years ago they moved to their
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current location with the same objectives, and more. An additional complementary goal was to provide and maintain a
creative investment tool for novice and veteran horse owners
alike. Thornewood Farm is the Northeast affiliate of Arabians Ltd., the nation’s leader in the breeding and sales of
Egyptian Arabian horses for over 30 years. Furthermore,
Lisa was recently appointed to the Board of Directors of
the Pyramid Society, which was founded in 1969 and is
dedicated to the preservation and promotion of Egyptian
Arabian horses.
Thornewood Farm offers quarterly seminars to the public
and to interested parties on how to incorporate Egyptian
Arabian horses into one’s lifestyle on a multifaceted level.
These seminars educate our community on the history, market value and tax advantages of being an owner and breeder
of these horses. Spend the day learning about and interacting with these beautiful creatures, while introducing yourself
to a whole new community of people. Their next seminar is
scheduled for October 20th.
Worry not newcomers, you do not need to own and operate a farm in order to be part of this wonderful lifestyle.
What you do need is an open mind, an open heart, and
the willingness to realize your dreams. Participate in your
own self-development and in the positive connection to the
world around you. Invest in your community, invest in your
family, invest in your future. For more information, visit
www.thornewoodfarm.com.
September | October 2012 Local Living

83

